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« The snow doesn’t disappear, it transforms into rain.»
Buddha
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..I UNDERSTAND YOUR INSISTENCE,
BUT BELIEVE ME, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE
FOR ME TO HELP YOU.

WITH YOUR SALARY
AND AS YOUR WIFE DOESN'T
WORK, I REALLY CAN'T
OFFER YOU

A MORTGAGE.

IF YOU HAD SOME
SORT OF GUARANTEE,
WE COULD TRY TO FIND
AN ARRANGEMENT...

=

YEAR

ITs
HOPELESS,
DAMN IT!

I DON'T WANT =
A LOAN! é ' I 5
YOURSELF. IN MY TWENTY

BRANCH...

UGGEST YOU CALM

CAREER AS DIRECTOR
OF THIS




BANK. IT'S ALREADY BEEN

YEARS SINCE YOU'VE
WORKED AT
THE BANK!

ALL I WANT, IS
THAT YOU EAT
YOUR DINNER.

YOU AREN'T AT THE )

JOHN, THAT'S
ENOUGH. IS IT sO
DIFFICULT TO BE

NICE TO YOUR

FATHER?

HE'S LOSING
HIS MIND MORE
EACH DAY.

WE'RE GOING TO
BE LATE AGAIN.

|
5 '
5 I'M NOT :
5 SUPPORTING
2 HIM ANYMORE.
0 HE'S GOING TO
0 DRIVE ME MAD. ;
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NOW YOU
CAN GO!




..THE SHARED
BEDROOM
IS CHEAPER.

AND WE TAKE
CARE OF THE
MEDICATION THAT
THEY ARE
PRESCRIBED...

OVERALL, WE CAN TAKE
BETTER CARE OF YOUR
FATHER HERE THAN IF HE
STAYED AT HOME.

THE PRICE
INCLUDES THREE
MEALS A DAY IN
ADDITION TO THE

ACCOMMODATION...




SOME OF THE
SENICR CITIZENS LIVE
VERY HAPPILY IN OUR
COMMUNITY FOR MORE
THAN FIFTEEN

YEARS,

R R W R s

MR e

WILL FIND
EVERYTHING
HE NEEDS HERE.

YOUR FATHER N\

i R

OF COURSE, YOU CAN
COME AND SEE HIM As
OFTEN AS YOU WIsH,

ol

YES..

YOU KNOW

WE WILL HAVE TO

SEE, WE ARE VERY
BUSY WITH OUR
WORK AND

THE REST...

I DON'T THINK
WE CAN COME
VERY OFTEN.
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I WANT TO GO
WITH MUMMY.




4 MY NAME
‘ . s IS ERNEST.

—1

YOU ARE GOING TO BE
VERY HAPPY HERE, WITH
OTHER GRANDDADS LIKE
YOURSELF.

BRILLIANT, DAD.
YOU'RE ALREADY
MAKING FRIENDS,




GOOD, NOW WE NEED TO
GET GOING, WE'LL COME
SEE YOU VERY SOON, DAD,

WE'LL LEAVE YOU

TAKE CARE OF
YOURSELF,

WITH YOUR NEW FRIEND.

DICKHEAD!
DICKHEAD!
DICKHEAD!

LIKE

HUMILIATING
TO BE TREATED

ISN'T IT?

A CHILD,

MY NAME
IS EMILE.

YOU'RE MY
NEW ROOMMATE.

HIM, THAT’S ALPHONSE.,
ALPHONSE (S A RADIO HOST.
i APPARENTLY, SO TO SPEAK, HE'S
‘ STOPPED USING HIs OWN WORDS

NOW, HE
ONLY REPEATS
WHAT OTHER
PEOPLE sAY,




w THE DIRECTOR IS FINISHING OFF THE [ AHI sHE ALSO TOLD ME I USED TO BE A BANK
1! PAPERWORK FOR YOUR ADMITTANCE, THAT YOU NEED TO PAY BRANCH MANAGER,

| SHE PUT ME IN CHARGE OF TEN EUROS FOR SOME
i SHOWING YOU _/
i THE PLACE.

DOCUMENT OR
OTHER, A FORMALITY....

A COMPLI-
CATED THING .
THAT YOU ‘
WOULDN'T \
UNDER-
STAND,

PERFECT, IF YOU NEED
ANYTHING, ALL YOU NEED
TO DO IS ASK. I CAN GET
YOU WHATEVER

YOU WANT,

IT's JUST AN
INTERNAL PAPER,
A SILLY THING...

THE HOME HAS TWO FLOORS. ON
THE GROUND FLOOR, WHERE WE ARE,
YOU FIND THE ABLE-BODIED INDIVIDUALS,
THOSE WHO ARE MORE
OR LESS INDEPENDENT,

COME ON, I'LL sSHOW YCU
ROUND THE PLACE.




PRACTICALLY ALL THE ONES WHO STILL
HAVE THEIR WITS, NOT AS MUCH AS
BEFORE, BUT WE ARE STILL
ABLE TO THINK A LITTLE.

I HOPE YOU
LIKE TELEVISION,
IT IS ONE OF
THE FEW
DISTRACTIONS
HERE.

I DON'T
LIKE NATURE
DOCUMENTARIES
VERY MUCH.,

THINK A LITTLE.
THINK A LITTLE.

ME NEITHER,
BUT NOT ANY
LESS THAN
THE
OTHERS...

BUT IT"S
ALWAYS
ON THAT
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EVIDENTLY ONE TIME SOME
OLD FOOL WANTED TO CHANGE THE
CHANNEL BUT FELL ASLEEP BEFORE

THEY GOT TO THE TV.

:/ I WANT TO
SHOW YOU

DO EITHER
OF YOU HAVE A
TELEPHONE?

THE LOUNGE.

LET'S
CONTINUE,

I NEED TO CALL MY
CHILDREN., THEY LEFT
ME HERE BUT NOW
I'M BETTER. I NEED
THEM TO COME
AND GET ME.

MRS SIMONE.

WHERE
IS THERE A
TELEPHONE?

Tl-iE?E’."E'uO/I’\JE_\Y

AT RECEPTION, AsK
OVER THERE.

OF COURSE.
YOU CAN PAY ME NOW, AND
AFTERWARDS YOU CAN MAKE
A CALL FROM RECEPTION.




LEFT
low

MY CHILDREN
ABANDONED ME
HERE, I NEED TO
CALL THEM.

WILL THEY
LET HER CALL

SHE NEVER CALLS THEM.
HA, HA...

ONCE SHE GETS TO RECEPTION,
SHE FORGETS WHY SHE'S THERE.
SHE SPENDS ALL HER DAYS GOING
BACK AND FORTH.

FUNDAMENTALLY, THE LOUNGE
IS THE LIKE THE TV ROOM, BUT 3
WITHOUT THE TELEVISION. \




Is THERE NO ONE
THAT'S AWAKE
IN THIS PLACE?

¢

P S

HELLO,
MRS ROSE.

AH, IF YOU
COME.

I WANT TO
INTRODUCE YOU
TO MRS ROSE.

ARE YOU
ALSO GOING TO
ISTANBUL?




NO, MRS ROSE. WE..
WE GET OFF HERE.

MRS ROSE SPENDS
ALL DAY LOOKING
OuUT OF THE
WINDOW,

SHE THINKS THAT
SHE IS TRAVELLING ON
THE ORIENT EXPRESS
TO ISTANBUL.

f3 S0

WAIT FOR ME
A MOMENT,

SOMEONE ELSE
ALREADY SHOWED
IT TO YOU?

MRS ROSE,
TICKET
INSPECTION...

COME ON, I'LL sHOW
YOU THE LIBRARY.

IS IT YET ANOTHER
ROOM FULL OF THE

YES, YOU'RE
RIGHT, IT

ISN'T VERY

INTERESTING.

AND THAT STAIR-
CASE, WHERE
DOES IT LEAD?




THESE
STAIRS?

HMM, YOU WILL SEE..AS I WAS
SAYING, THE RESIDENCE HAS TWO
FLOORS: THAT OF THE ABLE-BODIED,
OURS, AND THE UPSTAIRS FLOOR
I WHERE YOU FIND
THE HELPLESS.

THOSE WHO CAN’
OWN ANYMORE

MANAGE ON THEIR
FINISH UP THERE...

T

THOSE WHO HAVE LOST
THEIR MINDS, DEMENTIA,
SCHIZOPHRENIA, ALZHEIMER'S...

BETTER TO DIE THAN
TO END UP THERE...

IF YOU WANT MY
ADVICE, DON'T GO LOOK,
A IT’S PRETTY DEPRESSING...
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WELL THEN, WHERE
HAVE YOU BEEN?

————~

I'VE BEEN
LOOKING FOR YOU
FOR A WHILE,

I'M STILL STRUGGLING TO
FIND MY WAY AROUND..WITH
ALL THE OLD PEOPLE SLEEPING
EVERYWHERE, IT DOESN'T
HELP ME GET MY BEARINGS.

OH WELL...TI WAS LOST
AND I COULDN'T FIND

THE DINING ROOM,

THIS OLD
GROUCH s

ERNEST. ’

HE ARRIVED
YESTERDAY
AFTERNOON,




THIS IS ADRIENNE.

WELCOME TO THE
COMMUNITY, ERNEST,

GEORGETTE
AND MARCEL.

DE-
LIGHTED

S AT S

- rr——

HAVE YOU SIGNED
UP FOR THE TRIP ON
ALL SAINTS DAY?

THE CASINO? IT'S LOVELY.
MARCEL AND I ARE
THINKING ABOUT IT. DOES
THE PRICE INCLUDE MEALS?

WHY'S THAT IMPORTANT? IT'S
BOUND TO BE A MEAL WITHOUT
SALT, SUGAR, COFFEE

(A
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OR WINE.., F

ARE YOU GOING TO
EAT YOUR BUTTER?

ERNEST,

NO, YOU CAN
HAVE IT.

MORE SPOONFUL.,

GO ON, ONE

MARCEL, WHAT
DOES HE HAVE?




HE'S
SUFFERING FROM
ALZHEIMER'S.

THE POOR GUY
DOESN'T EVEN
KNOW WHERE
HE IS,

WE CAN TAKE IT
ONE DAY AT A TIME.

IF YOU DON'T SIT DOWN, I WON'T
GIVE YOU YOUR MEDICATION.

OTHERWISE, I
WON'T BE ABLE
TO DANCE WITH
YOU ON S5ATUR-
DAY, HI HL...

LET'S SEE..THE MEDI-
CATION FOR ADRIENNE,
EMILE, GEORGETTE
AND ERNEST. r
\

I CAN'T GIVE YOU ANY-
THING ELSE. YOU HAVE TO
SPEAK TO THE DOCTOR FOR
THAT. MEMANTINE AND
DONEPEZIL FOR MARCEL.

P X

COULD YOU PLEASE
GIVE ME SOMETHING
FOR LEG PAINS.

WELL, ME TOO,
I FEEL A LITTLE
OFF COLOUR., AND
MARCEL HAS A COLD.




..WINTER IS TERRIBLE
FOR THOSE OF US
WHO HAVE COLDS.

I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHO B TO LIVE LONGER
INSISTS ON THIS REGIME WITH ALL THESE L BADLY |S WHAT
PILLS AND RESTRICTIONS... s YOU MEAN TO SAY,

IT's sO
WE CAN LIVE
LONGER,

SEEING OUR CHILDREN AND
OUR GRANDCHILDREN...
WELL, I'LL BE NAPPING ON
THE COUCH UNTIL
ITS DINNERTIME

AH, EMILE,
DON'T START WITH
THAT AGAIN...

WE LIVE LONGER SO
WE CAN MAKE THE MOsST
OF LIFE AND HAVE THE
PLEASURE OF..

24




COME ON, ERNEST, GET UP,
TODAY IS WEDNESDAY,

AND WHAT IS
SCHEDULED FOR TODAY?
i A SPECIAL NAP?

WEDNESDAY, WE
DO GYMNASTICS,

GYMNASTICS?
I DON'T HAVE
GYM
CLOTHES...

HA, HA... DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT, THE MOST YOU
CAN ASPIRE TO IS TO
MANAGE TO TAKE YOUR
PILLS WITHOUT WATER.

TELL ME,
HAVE YOU
SEEN MY
WATCH?

I LEFT IT HERE
LAST NIGHT.

HMM..NO I
HAVEN'T SEEN IT.

..VERY GOOD.
AND NOW, WE
WILL DO SOME
EXERCISES FOR
MOBILITY.
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[ MOVING ON NOW TO EXERCISES WHAT? I CAN'T
WITH THE BALL. YOU NEED TO HEAR YOU, COME
PASS IT TO THE PERSON CLOSER PLEASE,
ON YOUR RIGHT,

TN R, YOU PASS
i THE...

RENE,
EXPLAIN
TO HIM.

IT'S FINE, I
UNDERSTAND.,

; WE'LL START WITH ADRIENNE,
BUT 1 THE GOAL IS TO PASS IT AS SEE IF YOU CAN

; BREAK LAST WEEK'S - o!
T { QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. y BEGORE, AEADGD




Is HE 3
BLIND?

YES, IT'S NOW
BEEN A YEAR
SINCE HE HAD A
SUDDEN SUGAR
BUILD-UP. HE
ARRIVED HERE

~WITH HIS WIFE.
BUT SINCE THE
INCIDENT HE'S

BECOME BIZARRE.

COME ON!
MR LEON,
CONCENTRATE..

MARCEL, AS YOU'RE
AWAKE YOU CAN CATCH




OKAY FOLKS, WE HAVE
BEATEN OUR RECORD
OF TWO MINUTES

AND..STOP.

VERY GOOD,

RENE.




ALL THE CREDIT GOES I DON'T GO FOR
TO YOU, Miss. THAT TYPE,

WE'LL DO IT AGAIN STARTING
FROM THE OTHER SIDE. NOW,
PASS THE BALL TO THE
PERSON ON YOUR LEFT.

WE WILL
START WITH
ERNEST.

TAKE THE BALL
AND PASS IT,

THE BALL,
PASS IT. GO!

i B S S P S S e

30




ERNEST, THE BALL!

WH-WHAT IS
THIS CALLED..?




WEREN'T WE?

WE WERE VERY GOOD, \

.....

LESS THAN TWO MINUTES,
INCREDIBLE, NO?

WE HAVEN'T BEEN
INTRODUCED. I'M RENE.

[7 BRONZE MEDAL
ATHLETIC
CHAMPION IN '53.

IT WAS A BRILLIANT FEAT, I
MANAGED TO CLINCH THE BRONZE
IN THE LAST FEW METRES.
I WANT TO SHOW YOU SOME

PRESS CLIPPINGS WHICH
SPREAD MY FAME..

RENE, YOU'RE NOT GOING

TO WEAR Us OUT WITH

YOUR DUSTY PRESS

CLIPPINGS,
=

WE NEED TO FORGET THE
PLEASANTRIES., OTHERWISE,
YOU WILL SPEND THE DAY
LISTENING TO SOPORIFIC
STORIES, OF WHICH THE
MOsST RECENT IS THE
DISCOVERY OF FIRE.

LET GO TO
THE LOUNGE TILL
ITS MEALTIME.




'T ALWAYS
S GOING

KNOW WHAT’
ON IN HIs HEAD.

HIM, I DON

WAIT A MOMENT,
MRS, SIMONE,

WAIT,

YOU MAY sIT
DOWN, JOSEPH.,

IF YOU WANT TO
USE THE TELEPHONE,

GO ASK AT

RECEPTION.,

33

10 TO
INGE TILL
ALTIME,
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WHAT? BUT
SHE'S GOT
PLENTY OF...

LIKE I WAS SAYING, THERE'S NOTHING IN
THIS HOME. AT EIGHT O'CLOCK, IT'S BREAKFAST.
AT NOON, WE LUNCH AND AT SEVEN O'CLOCK,

WE DINE. THE MEDICATION AND THE FOOD
ARE OUR ONLY MOTIVATORS,

IT'S THE WORLD TURNED
UPSIDE-DOWN. THE PERIOD
BETWEEN MEALS IS DEAD TIME.
PEOPLE EITHER SLEEP OR
VEGETATE IN FRONT OF THE TV
UNTIL THE NEXT MEAL TIME.

DON'T PAY ATTENTION
TO WHAT HE SAYS. WE
HAVE PLENTY OF THINGS
WE CAN DO HERE,

EVERY AFTERNOON WE PLAY
BINGO. AND ON SATURDAYS, THE
MOST ENERGETIC GO TO DANCE

THE TWO-STEP.




s
IN TRUTH, YOU
JUST CAN'T STAND
OLD PEOPLE.

OUR FAMILIES CALL ON UsS WHEN IT's

NEEDLESS TO SAY, TIME TO GIVE GIFTS OR TO PICK UP THE

WE'VE BECOME DEAD | | CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL, AND THEN, WHEN WE
| ARE NO LONGER CAPABLE,
THEY LEAVE US HERE AND FORGET US,

WEIGHT, A BURDEN
TO SOCIETY.

||/ IF I AM HERE, IT'S SO AS NOT

: : TO BOTHER THEM. I DON'T WANT
] =
H%SI-I;TLSE'EW ‘ TO BE A BURDEN TO THEM.
LOVE ME. i IT'S A LAW OF NATURE.

HEY! YOU MESSED UP
MY FOOT WITH YOUR
CONTRAPTION...
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HER CHILDREN NEVER COME
TO SEE HER. EXCEPT FOR
ONE OF HER GRANDSONS

FROM TIME TO TIME.

AND YOU,

HAVE ANY
VISITORS?

I WAS NEVER MARRIED AND,
AS FAR AS I KNOW, I NEVER
HAD ANY CHILDREN. BUT SEEING
WHAT GOES ON HERE, I DON'T
REGRET ANYTHING. I DON'T
FEEL ANYMORE ALONE..

..THAN THOSE WHO HAVE
CHILDREN. AS FOR THAT,
SINCE I'M UNMARRIED, I'M
NOT 5O PREOCCUPIED
WITH OLD AGE.

LOOK, DO YOU
SEE THEM OVER
THERE?

IN YOUR OPINION,
WHAT KEEPS THEM
TOGETHER?




THE ONES IN EACH OTHER'S ARMS
ARE HUSBAND AND WIFE, AND THE ONE
WHO IS WATCHING THEM HAS TO N
BE A VISITING RELATIVE.

WELL, IT'S
QUITE CLEAR..

D HAVE ACTUALLY, THE ONE WHO'S AS FOR HER, SHE DOESN'T
R THAT, HA HA.. OLD AGE IS WATCHING IS THE HUSBAND REMEMBER HIM ANYMORE, SHE
RED, I'M A PRAETICAL JOKER OF THE LITTLE OLD LADY. DOESN'T GIVE HIM KISSES OR
‘UPIED : : HE COMES TO SEE HER THE SLIGHTEST SIGN OF
EVERYDAY IMPECCABLY AFFECTION. NO EMOTION AT ALL
TURNED OUT AND FRESHLY REMAINS OR THE SLIGHTEST
SHAVED... MEMORY OF A LIFE

—/ PASSED TOGETHER..
=

! FOR HER, HER HUSBAND IS UNDER THE RESIGNED
1 THE OTHER ONE, THE OLD MAN GAZE OF HER HUSBAND..
i THAT SHE KNOWS HERE.

SOMETIMES, THEY EVEN
|| FONDLE EACH OTHER
i LIKE TEENAGERS..

IT'S FUNNY HOW
WE LOSE OUR
MIND BUT NOT OUR
SEXUAL DESIRE.

37




AND GEORGETTE AND
MARCEL? THEY SEEM
VERY CLOSE-KNIT.

THEM? THEY
ARRIVED HERE ABOUT
TWO YEARS AGO.

MARCEL WAS
ALREADY
SUFFERING FROM
ALZHEIMER'S....

AND GEORGETTE
CAME TO THE HOME
TO BE WITH HIM.

THEY MET SIXTY YEARS
AGO AND HAVE NEVER
BEEN SEPARATED SINCE.

N

SUCH A BEAUTIFUL
LOVE STORY, EVEN
WITH THE ELDERLY.

".

Y ;
L

DO YOU THINK THAT MARCEL
DOESN'T REMEMBER ANYTHING
AT ALL? HAVING HIS WIFE
BESIDE HIM MUST BE BETTER THAN

A HEAP OF RUBBISH.

———
Y ——

E —
QE
|

tim s

WELL, ME,
I BELIEVE IT'S ALL
THE SAME TO HIM.




YOU'LL SEE HOW
MUCH FUN IT IS,

WHAT DID
HE SAY?

TWENTY,
EUGENE.

WHAT NUMBER
CAME OUT?




TWENTY, IT WAS
TWENTY THAT CAME OUT.

AH, YES,
TWENTY.

IT SLIPPED
MY MIND.

IT WAS
WHAT AGAIN?

TWENTY. IT'S
TWENTY THAT
WAS CALLED.

TWENTY!
TWENTY!

TWENTY, NO?
TWENTY
CAME OUT..
THE...

IT'S WHAT
NUMBER THAT
ALREADY CAME
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[, Bl ot S MOST OF THEM NEED HELP TO GET TO BED.

HARDLY FINISHED CHEWING THEIR
et r et BUT BECAUSE THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH AIDES
FOR EVERYONE, SOME WILL HAVE TO SPEND

ARE ALREADY LINING UP TO GO
TO BED. AND EVERY NIGHT AN HOUR WAITING THEIR TURN.

J IS THE SAME.

WHY ARE THEY IN
SUCH A RUsSH?

WHY DON'T THEY
DO SOMETHING ELSE
WHILE THEY WAIT?

REMEMBER: EATING
AND SLEEPING. IT IS ALL
THAT COUNTS IN HERE.

.I NEED TO CALL
MY CHILDREN...

i
‘rf ™

,E / 7

iay

i l \Q U V TELEPHONE! ALY \/ =

IE1- WHERE CAN t | TELEPHONE! | / :\“L \ y (
| A TELEPHONE? 4 h\ 7 / / A= ; LY /7 f
NG Ve 1

i%: , . \ X
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BUT WHO TOLD MRS SIMONE
TO GO LOOK FOR A PHONE
OUTSIDE IN THIS WEATHER?

DO YOU SEE THE ONE |
SOMETIMES, WHEN NOTHING'S FOLLOWING, BEHIND, / { f
GOING ON, ONE MUST CREATE WITH THE UMBRELLA? / 7 =
SOME EXCITEMENT. I'VE ALREADY , 2 4 =
SUCCEEDED IN CREATING ) ; :
A LINE OF FIVE PEQOPLE. / ; g il
) LN
> D

—
e
)
i =% (.‘ ¢ A
N ‘

L=
THAT'S GILBERTE, SHE
NEVER WANTS TO BE ALONE.
SHE'S AFRAID OF BEING
KIDNAPPED BY MARTIANS,

43




ONE DAY...

CATCH YOU ALONE,
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WHAT? BUT... ERNEST,
IT'S 3 O'CLOCK IN
THE MORNING,

NE

22

WHY THE HELL ARE YOU
SHAVING AT THIS HOUR?
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DID YOU HAVE
A GOOD DAY?




WHAT ARE
YOU DOING?

WE'RE .HANGING
THE CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS.

AT THIS
TIME OF

OF COURSE,
CHRISTMAS, 1S NEXT
WEEK, HOW COULD
YOU NOT KNOW

THAT MIND
OF YOURS..
YOU'VE HAD




e e

WHEN I WAS
WORKING AT THE
BANK, WE NEVER
CELEBRATED THIS
FOOLISHNESS.

WHAT'S THAT
LOOK FOR!

HAVE YOU
GOT IN

3

r‘ RAYMOND IS HIDING HIM IN HIS

I BEDROOM AND WHEN HE GOES TO
HIs SON'S ON THE WEEKEND

\ HE WALKS HIM,

IT's A
CHRISTMAS
GIFT FOR
RAYMOND.

I THOUGHT THAT WE ‘
COULDN'T HAVE ANIMALS |
IN THE REST HOME.,

49
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YOU'LL SEE QUITE AN ATMOSPHERE
IN THE HOME TODAY, WITH ALL THE
RELATIVES THAT HAVE
COME TO VISIT.

AND YOU, YOUR
CHILDREN
WILL COME?

BUT IT DOESN'T
BOTHER ME
WHETHER THEY
COME OR NOT,
I DON'T CARE.

HMMM,., YOU'VE
DRESSED SO
POORLY TODAY!

WHAT'S THE
MATTER?

THE SWEATER
SHOULD BE
UNDERNEATH
THE JACKET.




WELL, I'VE ALWAYS BUT AT LEAST FIX YOUR
WORN IT LIKE THIs. SWEATER BECAUSE YOU
HAVE IT INSIDE OUT.

ALRIGHT,
ALRIGHT,

DID YOU TAKE
MY WALLET WITH
THE MONEY?

/ WHERE IS
i ( MY WALLET?

" TODAY!

COURSE
NOT.




.BUT THEY DIDN'T CHANGE MY ROOM,
AND I JUST CAN'T SLEEP WITH JOSEPH'sS
SNORING. IT GOES “RRONPISHCHHH,

RRONPISCHHH",,,

.THEN, THE MEDICATION
FOR THE OSTEOARTHRITIS
GIVES ME A STOMACH-
ACHE, sO THEY
GIVE ME...

~THE NEWS OF MY TAKE A
3 INCREDIBLE COMEBACK PHOTO OF
M WAS REPORTED IN LOADS Us WITH
: OF ARTICLES LOOK AT GRANDDAD. .

THIS ONE...

LYOUR LITTLE GRANNY
HAS SOMETHING
FOR YOU.

|
] .AND WHEN WE GET TO
i I ISTANBUL, I'LL MEET
|
{

UP WITH MY HUSBAND
AT THE HOTEL




‘'ANILNOD 3d OL
3714117 O d33N 3IM
'S¥1704 470 sn

¢1lON 30
LISIA N3JATHD
ANOA dFHLIHM

NOA OL IWYS FHL
A7V S.11 ‘N3HL OS5

IONIMOT9 S| 30vd
ANOA MOH LY 001

_, HINNYD
Hyno3

‘W3HL 33v.L LNOJ
AZHL L¥YHL OS 7173m
W3HL davnNo iHSNH

3M ONISYD 3HL Woad

= ] 1l YOO0L I 'dv0s 40 203I1d v
'SIAWILIVIW LY SN TAID AFHL
LVHL 710 IAIN0 SNOIDITEa 3HL
'dNHDOLEY 'NOA d04 AT1VID3ds3
ONIHLAISAS AIAVYS I

" aHHHT
"HHH
S,HdasC
"WOO:

“ESIHL 7V HLIM Od OL 3w LNYM
NOA OQ LVHM "ad3HLOWANYID ‘1Ng




Christmas Menu

Salmon on Toast
R rket; with Chestnut 5tuﬁfinﬁ
] Salad and Cheese
Yule 505 g Chocolntes

.AND 20, JUST MARRIED,
I WAS TRANSFERRED TO
A REMOTE VILLAGE.

AT EXACTLY TWENTY-SEVEN
AND A HALF KILOMETRES..

YOU'VE
ALREADY TOLD
Us, HA, HA..

IT'S TRUE, ERNEST, IT'S
THE THIRD TIME TONIGHT
YOU'VE TOLD THE STORY.




AND HERE YOU GO.
I'VE 6OT THE PARTY
FAVOURS,
EMILE'S PILLS..

AND THESE
ARE ERNEST'S.. /g

THESE ARE
ADRIENNE’S...
YOURS GEORGETTE.
AND THOSE
ARE MARCEL'S,

NO, WAIT. THESE
ARE FOR MARCEL.
AND THE ONES
I GAVE MARCEL
ARE ERNEST'S.

ANYWAY, IT
DOESN'T REALLY
MATTER...

MARCEL AND YOU
ARE ON THE SAME

MEDICATION,

55
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YES, YOUR TREATMENT
IS FUNDAMENTALLY THE
SAME AS MR, MARCEL...

L I'M IN FAVOUR OF
BEING HONEST IN CASES
SUCH AS THESE..

W)
”
[

.....

TN

ERNEST, YOU'RE
SUFFERING FROM
ALZHEIMER'S
DISEASE.

THAT'S NOT POSSIBLE.

I FEEL FINE. SOMETIMES,
I'M A BIT DISTRACTED, FINE,
BUT THAT'S NORMAL
AT SEVENTY-TWO ISN'T IT?

SENILITY IS A PROCESS OF
SLOW DETERIORATION AND
QUITE NORMAL DURING OLD
AGE. THE DIZZINESS SUFFERED
BY THE ELDERLY IS GENERALLY
SMALL CEREBRAL INFARCTIONS,
WHICH CAUSE GRADUAL

THIS CAUSES THE LOSS OF
NEW MEMORIES, MAKING IT
DIFFICULT TO REMEMBER THE
MOST RECENT EVENTS, HOW-
EVER, THE MORE DISTANT
MEMORIES STILL FUNCTION
WELL. IT IS FOR THIS REASON
THAT THE ELDERLY TALK
INCESSANTLY OF THE PAST,




HOWEVER.. ALZHEIMER'S
DISEASE 1S DIFFERENT, FIRST,
IT CAN STRIKE EARLIER BUT
THE EFFECTS ARE ALSO MORE
FAST ACTING AND MORE
DEVASTATING..

NOT ONLY ARE THE MOST
RECENT MEMORIES LOST,
BUT ONE LOSES ALL
MEMORIES, THE MEANING
OF WORDS, ORIENTATION,
PHYSICAL CONTROL...

i (T

5

BUT THAT'S NOT THE CASE
WITH ME., T ONLY FORGET
LITTLE THINGS. I'M NOT LIKE

MR, MARCEL.

e

EVERY PERSON
IS DIFFERENT...

HOW LONG?
FIVE YEARS,
EIGHT..?

THE EVIDENCE IS THERE,
ERNEST, YOU HAVE THE
BEGINNINGS OF ALZHEIMER'S.
AND AS I HAVE SAID TO YOU,
IT IS RAPID AND
DEVASTATING,

RAPID?

ONE YEAR, MAYBE
LESS. BUT I REPEAT
THAT EVERY PERSON
IS DIFFERENT.
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YOU MAY HAVE
THREE TO TEN YEARS
LEFT TO LIVE.

* =

i

' l

|

(IR
Uil

BUT.. TO END UP
LIKE MARCEL?

BUT WHAT
CAN I DO?




ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE
AFFECTS A LARGE PROPORTION
OF THE ELDERLY AND UNFORT-

UNATELY, REMISSION IS NOT
pPOsSsIBLE., WE CAN ONLY
CONTINUE THE TREATMENT
THAT YOU ARE ALREADY TAKING
TO DELAY THE PROGRESSION
OF THE DISEASE FOR AS LONG
AS POSSIBLE,

o

EH WELL.. I CAN ALSO
PRESCRIBE YOU SOME

ANTIDEPRESSANTS. EVERY
MONTH WE WILL DO TESTS
TO MONITOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF
YOUR CONDITION.

AND WHEN THE
TEST RESULTS COME,
I'LL END UP ON THE
TOP FLOOR?

= 9
WGt /|
S~

ARE YOU SURE
YOU WANT TO
GO UP THERE?




S GO,

RSO 2

e
OKAY THEN,
LET
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HAVE YOU
SEEN MY
PARENTS?

COME ON,
COME ON...

WHAT'S WRONG,
JOSETTE?

R WL
BUT GERMAINE,

THERE'S
NOT A
THING TO
EAT HERE,

50, DON'T TELL ME
THAT THERE IS SOME-
THING TO EAT BECAUSE
THERE 1S NOTHING...
NOTHING. THERE IS
NOTHING TO EAT.

\ YOUR MEAL IS RIGHT|

THERE IS
NOTHING TO
EAT HERE..
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NAINE,

IS RIGHT
2ONT
YOou,

«» DIFFERENT,
DIFFERENT,
EVERYTHING
MUST BE

DIFFERENT..

YOU! OLD SON
OF A BITCH!

YOU'RE AN OLD
SON OF A BITCH!

SHE WAS A SQUATTER,
THE BUILDING WHERE SHE
LIVED COLLAPSED ON HER
AND SHE BECAME QUADRI-

PLEGIC, NO ONE
CLAIMED HER, ;

50 SHE WAS
SENT HERE.

LOOKING AT,
ASSHOLES?

I'M NOT GOING TO END Y
UP THERE, EMILE. I WILL Y
DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE |
TO NOT END UP THERE /|

.DIFFERENT,

EVERYTHING
MUST BE

DIFFERENT...

WILL you
HELP ME?




«=>

cav3ad NOA
Qld LYHM
‘AO0D Ad3AN

co

~YZI¥Y
ONILN3¥O14
HONO¥HL
ATINO @3151IX3
15¥d 3HL 40 LNSWOW AY¥3N3
‘ALID 3HL 40 H¥3NHOD A¥3AT
“TOOHDS OL 3WOH ¥3H
WOY¥4 MOOL 3HS d315 A¥3A3
LvHL 3ZI7v3Y LINQIA 3HS.

‘anon Lno
Hdvdovavd v av3y
‘W37804d ON

‘JAOWANY
T1I23M AA3A LI
Jd3aW3Iw3y
LNOQ I
“Ll gl Ll
“EM H3

élnogy
HOOg SIHL
S.AYHM ANV

‘ONIAVY3d a3 ¥d31OHD
SA I 20 IWIL V¥
A NI 2A0T,

40 47vH

avad 1

128V OOdWYHS
3HL ONIY3
HSINIZ Ol L3710L 3HL Ol

SLISIA IWA33AN3S 33N I '3W

iMOIND OS '3AISS2AdWI

¢2d3H 3WYO
NOA 3ONIS dv3d
NOA 2AVH LYHM

‘AVA AJ3AZ OML IO ANOH NV
av3ad 77Im 3M 'S A3WIIHZ Y
AY130 d13H 5351033 X3
AVALOZTIALNI LYHL AVS A3HL




B [T
JON'T
JEMBER

Y WELL
‘MORE.

FLORENTINO...
FORENTINO DID...
THE CITY OF
FLORENCE...

~ WE NEED TO FOOL
THE NURSES BUT MORE
IMPORTANT, IS TO
DECEIVE THE DOCTOR.

HE WILL GIVE YOU MEMORY

EXERCISES. BUT DON'T PANIC,

HE ALWAYS DOES THE SAME
TESTS, AND I ALREADY
PASSED THEM, I WILL
WRITE THE ANSWERS -

1
|

ON YOUR HAND. (

an




.':‘.‘.‘.'!‘.“_"‘..7 s

NURSE AT
THREE O'CLOCK,

JusT ACT
NORMAL.

HELLO, EMILE. HOW
ARE YOU? ERNEST,
HOW ARE YOU FEELING

‘L|IF
\
\

VERY GOOD, WE WERE AT..
AT.. IN THE ROOM FULL OF..

WE WERE IN THE LIBRARY
READING AND DISCUSSING
THE LATEST NEWSPAPERS.

ERNEST'S MEMORY IS REALLY
INCREDIBLE. HE IS ABLE TO
RECITE AN ENTIRE ARTICLE

FROM MEMORY.

REALLY?
IMPRESSIVE.

YES.. ACTUALLY,

HAVING WORKED

IN A... IN... WHERE
THEY HAVE
MONEY IN A..
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WE HAVE TO BE
GOING; OTHERWISE
WE WILL BE LATE..
WE’'LL BE LATE

FOR OUR NAPS,




GOODBYE..

BUT.. WHERE I UNDERSTAND,
1 ARE YOU GOING? IT'S YES.. I WILL SEE
\ OVER HERE... WHAT WE CAN DO.

YES LEON, YOU
WERE SAYING?

I, THAT.. I CAN'T FALL
ASLEEP AT NIGHT WITH
JOSEPH'S SNORING...

I DON'T UNDERSTAND

BUT IT'sS
EALLY WHY THEY ALWAYS IMPOSSIBLE
ETO SERVE US 50 TO CUT.
TICLE LITTLE FOOD.

BUT TODAY THE
CHICKEN BREAST
IS REALLY GOOD.

WAITER!

WHAT IS IT,
ERNEST?

WHAT AM I GOING
TO DO, THIS KNIFE
DOESN'T CUT.

ERNEST WANTED TO AsSK
IF FROM NOW ON HE COULD
JUST EAT SANDWICHES,
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INTO A
MUDDLE.

ARE YOU
GOING TO TELL

ME WHERE =
WE'RE GOING?

WHERE ARE

WE GOING?

YOU WANT TO
BE MY FRIEND?

ONLY IF
YOU BRING
ME A
CLoOuUD
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i

HOW YOuU
DRESS IS VERY
IMPORTANT,

YES LIKE

MRS JOSETTE

YOU CAN TELL THE MENTAL
STATE OF AN OLD PERSON
BY THE WAY THEY DRESS.

YOU ONLY HAVE TO SEE
WHAT sHE PUTS ON HERSELF
EVERY MORNING TO
UNDERSTAND THAT SHE'S

NOT ALL THERE. AND
THE NURSES SEE THAT
IMMEDIATELY.

IT'S ALL DONE
EXCEPT THIS SPIKE.

| N

FORGET IT.

|

IT'S THE ONLY PART
OF ME THAT REMAINS
AS STRONG AS
WHEN I WAS
YOUNG.

SINCE THE CONSULTING-
ROOM LIGHT BULBS HAVE
DISAPPEARED WE'LL
STAY HERE FOR A FEW
SMALL TESTS.

WE ARE JUST GOING
TO CHECK THE SPEED OF
YOUR REACTIONS,
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TELL ME
WHAT YOU HAD
FOR DINNER
LAST NIGHT.







DINNER!
DINNER! HUHN..?
DINNER! WHAT..?
IT'S ALREADY
DINNERTIME?

NO EUGENE,
IT'S 10 O'CLOCK
IN THE MORNING,

SORRY TO INTERRUPT DOCTOR.
THEOPHILE IS WALKING AROUND
WITH HIS EURO DISNEY CAP
AND HIS PHOTO OF
SINATRA.

BUT IT'S NOT
POssIBLE.. HE'S

WELL, ERNEST, WE WILL
CONTINUE ANOTHER DAY.
IT SEEMS TO BE IMPOSSIBLE
TO CONDUCT A TEST TODAY.

WHAT'S
GOING
ON WITH
THEOPHILE?

WHEN THEOPHILE
PUTS HIS MICKEY MOUSE
BASEBALL CAP ON AND
HAS HIS PHOTO OF
SINATRA, IT MEANS
HE'S TAKING WITH HIM..,

LEVERYTHING THAT IS MOST
PRECIOUS, HIS TREASURES..

THEM WITH HIM
IT MEANS THAT

HE INTENDS
TO RUN
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WHEN HE'S GOT ]

ANOTHER DOG!
RAYMOND..YOU'RE
GOING TO DRIVE ME
TO DISTRACTION..




AREN'T GEORGETTE
AND MARCEL EATING
WITH US TODAY?

ENROLLED IN A
DANCE CONTEST OR
SOMETHING OF THAT

ARE THEY

MARCEL’S CONDITION WORSENED
AND GEORGETTE COULD NO LONGER
TAKE CARE OF HIM ON HER OWN.

THEY WERE

TRANSFERRED TO
THE FIRST FLOOR THIS
MORNING.

GEORGETTE HAS
GONE WITH HIM

TO THE HELPLESS
CASES FLOOR?

THAT'S LIKE SUICIDE. TWO WEEKS
UP THERE AND SHE WILL BE AS
CRAZY AS THE OTHERS.. WHAT ON
EARTH IS GOING THROUGH
HER HEAD?

IT IS BEYOND YOU
BECAUSE YOU HAVE
NEVER LOVED ANYONE




WE MUST ACT. ENJOY THESE LAST YEARS OF LIFE,
YOU REALLY WANT TO STAY HERE, SLEEPING AND
PLAYING BINGC WHILE WAITING FOR DEATH?

. IT Is PRECISELY
I DON'T KNOW MYSELF, TRY TO &
CHANGE THE WORLD. IT'S ‘ EMILE, SENILITY HITS THA']:I'H\?I,;KI?IAAI\:’OE a%ﬁ’ﬁlig TO
TOO SERIOUS A MISSION | YOU ALL AT ONCE.

LOSE. WE WOULDN'T EVEN
GO TO PRISON,

TO BE LEFT IN THE HANDS
OF THE YOUNG.
THEY ARE TOO BUSY THINKING
ABOUT SEX AND DRUGS..

I MUST REMIND
YOU THAT WE ARE
OLD AND THAT IS
WHY WE ACT OLD,

f[HELLO MRS SIMONE
DID YOU KNOW

THERE S A CON-
FERENCE CALL?

WAIT FOR ME AT THE
END OF THE PARK THREE
HOURS FROM NOW.,

—/ WHERE
ARE YOU
.\ GOING?

v s A i bl R TR AP Dl ST I : £ e




NO GORDON
I'M NOT PAYING
YOU ONE
EURO MORE.

AND HOW EXACTLY DID YOU
THINK WE WOULD GET OUT
THROUGH THE MOUSE
HOLE THAT YOU MADE?

WE ARE
ELDERLY
PEOPLE

GORDON...
I TOLD YOU RED,
YOU SON OF..

BUT MR EMILE, I HAD TO
MAKE AN ENORMOUS HOLE.

AND THE CAR? THE
TANK |5 FULL?

YES. IT'S A
CONVERTIBLE
LIKE YOU ASKED
ME TO GET.

THIS Is ALL I
COULD FIND IN sO
SHORT A TIME.




HERE, ERNEST,
YOU'RE
THE DRIVER

I'LL GET
THEM FOR

YOou.

YOU WANT
ME TO
DRIVE?

ME?

My

LICENSE WAS
WITHDRAWN
YEARS AGO,

I CAN'T QUITE
REACH TO PICK UP
THE..THE..IT

YES, BUT OUT OF THE THREE
OF Us, YOU ARE THE ONLY
ONE WHO EVER
HAD A LICENSE.

STOP BEING 5O
INSISTENT,
I CAN'T GET IN,

[WAIT, GIVE ME THE

WALKING FRAME.

IF YOU WEREN'T
SO WELL
WRAPPED UP.

AND YOU WANT
WHAT? THAT I
CONTRACT
PNEUMONIA?




EMILE,
YOU'RE
HURTING ME!

5TOP

COME ON ADRIENNE,
MAKE AN EFFORT.

50O WE DON'T
FORGET
OUR NAMES,

. |
o
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UM..ER. WHERE
DO YOU PUT THIS?

YOU'VE
STALLED
ERNEST

DID YOU LOOK BEFORE
JOINING THE MAIN ROAD?

“RELEASE THE HANDBRAKE,
PUT IT IN FIRST
AND OFF WE GO,

VERY GOOD, ERNEST, LOOK OUT ERNEST!
GENTLY..NOW STEER
TOWARDS THE ROAD...

SLOWLY...




MY WALKING
FRAME... YOU'VE
THROWN AWAY MY
WALKING FRAME...

MONEY?

'LL BUY YOU ' R LET'S SAY
gNOTHER ONE. / : T THAT I HAVE AN [

CAPITALISE MY NEW
AND WHERE DID TELECOMS

YOU GET ENOUGH :
FOR THIS? . _ COMRANY.

CAN YOU PLEASE
PUT THE ROOF UP?

CAN YOU PLEASE PUT THE YOU WANT ME TO PUT UP THE ! ME TO, I'M STARTING
ROOF UP? I HAVE A SLIGHT HOOD? WE'VE GOT A i TO FEEL COLD.
FEVER AND A SORE THROAT. CONVERTIBLE AND YOU WANT
I THINK I'M CATCHING COLD. ME TO PUT THE HOOD UP....




YOU MuUsT
BE JOKING!

ONCE YOU SEE SOMEWHERE
OPEN PLEASE STOP. I NEED
WATER FOR MY PILLS.

BUT.I'VE ONLY
BROUGHT THOSE PILLS
FOR CONSTIPATION.

I LEFT THOSE FOR
SUGAR LEVELS,
CIRCULATION
AND ARTHRITIS..

THOSE FOR THE HEART
AND THE STOMACH...

DID YOU SEE
THAT? THAT CAR
FLASHED ITS
LIGHTS AT US.

WE SAID NO MEDICATION.
WE ARE NO LONGER
SLAVES TO OLD AGE.




i ma e -

ERNEST.. HAVE
YOU PUT THE
HEADLIGHTS ON?

YOU REALISE
YOU COULD HAVE
BEEN KILLED?

I'LL TAKE A LOOK..

IT'S A MIRACLE THAT
NOTHING MORE OCCURED THAN
ADRIENNE’'S BROKEN ARM,

WHAT WERE YOU THINKING?
ERNEST IS SUFFERING FROM
ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE, HE

IS NOT CAPABLE OF DRIVING.

ABOUT THE
MONEY YOU
STOLE FROM

MRS, SIMONE..

I DIDN'T STEAL
THE MONEY.

SHE GAVE

IT TO ME.




YOU'VE USED HER BUT THERE WAS NOTHING WE
COULD DO AGAINST YOU, BECAUSE LEGALLY SHE
WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR HER ACTIONS, THIS IS NO
LONGER THE CASE SINCE HER RELATIVES
REALISED SHE WAS MISSING ALL THAT MONEY.

MONEY THAT YOU WILL
HAVE TO REPAY IN FULL
IF YOU WIisH TO STAY HERE,

I DIDN'T KNOW THE
CIRCUS WAS COMING BUT
THAT'S HOW YOU SEEM
TO BE DRESSED TODAY.

CAN YOU TAKE
ME INTO TOWN?

WHAT DO YOU
WANT TO
DO IN TOWN?

I NEED TO
GO TO WORK




CAN YOU TAKE
ME INTO TOWN?

ERNEST..,
YOU DON'T
WORK
ANYMORE.

THAT'S TRUE..
I FORGOT.

WILL YOU LET ME
KNOW |F YOU ARE
GOING INTO TOWN,

EMILE?
EMILE?

YES LEON,
I'M HERE.

CAN YOU GET ME A
MONKEY WRENCH?

A BIG ONE
FOR BIG NUTS,




!

I'VE HAD ENOUGH
OF YOUR SNORING!

T

M GOING
TO KILL YOuU!

I CAN'T
STAND IT

Il

WHERE
ARE YOU? I'VE

HAD ENOUGH
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NOT YOU
JOSEPH!




WE KNEW THAT LECN
SUFFERED FROM
SEVERE DEPRESSION.

HI& WIFE PASSED AWAY

SEVERAL YEARS AGO, ME, I'VE NEVER

EVEN HAD A DOG,

YOU SEE IT'S BETTER NOT N\
BE ATTACHED TO ANYONE,

THE DAYS ARE
GETTING WARMER..

AREN'T YOU TOO
HOT IN THAT JACKET?
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r .BECAUSE IT IS ALL THE SAME
TO THEM WHETHER THEY OWN
THIS HOME OR A DELICATESSEN
\ BUT OBVIOUSLY IT IS CHEAPER TO !
R\ BUILD IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE.. p
H !
| r- %C =
.,,\.'-'—,: a i
: OH WELL, IT PLEASES BUT.. WHO?... WHO
¢ MCEOL% ?EYINI -;I:E WOULD DO SUCH WHO SHAT IN MY
- ' ?.WHO IS THE PIG? BOX OF SOUVENIRS?
PRETTY TO LOOK AT.. A THING?..W
; |
| i
o
e

BUT. I'M
DREAMING!

L B S Ty
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ESTABLISH CONTACT..

CARRIES IN ITS GENES
THE NEED TO
I MUST CALL
MY CHILDREN AND...

LIKE
DOES ANYONE
KNOW WHERE
THERE IS A
TELEPHONE?

ANY PACK ANIMAL...

THE LION,

WITH OTHER

MEMBERS OF
ITS OWN SPECIES..







IT's A FOX WHAT FLOOR
TERRIER! DOES YOUR
— ?
S SON LIVE ON-
RYe ~CT
T

YOUR SON, THE ONE
YOU SPEND THE
WEEKENDS WITH, HE LIVES
ON WHICH FLOOR?

N

|57

I

ON THE SECOND.
WHY?

HERE, WITH THIS
EXTENDABLE LEASH,
YOU sHOULD BE FINE

— et







EAT UP
GERMAINE, Vi

DIFFERENT..

EVERYTHING
MUST BE

DIFFERENT...







TOO?

ARE YOU
ISTANBUL

GOING TO

Is THIS
PLACE FREE?

T
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ST
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I DON'T KNOW WHY
YOU'RE BARKING LIKE
THAT. YOU KNOW THAT

YOU ARE NOT
ALLOWED IN
THE BAKERY.

MiLOU!
MiLou!

COME ON.. GO
DOWN! GO DOWN!

OH WELL,
MILOU, DON'T E
BE 50O
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